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Land Use and Agriculture
 What is the SDG Official Plan?
 SDG 5-year Review
 How the Official Plan Supports Agriculture



Official Plan
 Sets out vision, key policies

 Plans for a 20-year horizon

 Guides development
 Designations -> zoning bylaws

 Land division policies

Winchester, St. Lawrence and Main Street



Official Plan
 First County Official Plan approved in 2006
 One Official Plan for all of SDG

 Requires a refresh every five/ten years

 Currently under review



 Notable changes:
1. Agriculture

 Refined prime ag areas, support agriculture, OMAFRA 
recommendations

2. Growth and Employment
 Housing growth, no change to consent timeline, rural settlement 

areas

3. Natural Features
 Significant woodlands update, natural heritage system, source 

water protection

Official Plan Update



Ag Lands vs. Rural Lands



Important Differences
 Rural lands: Limited residential development (new lots)
 Ag lands: Only surplus residences
 On-farm diversified uses
 Secondary uses
 Non-agricultural uses



Purpose of Ag Lands Review
 To determine if identified lands should be retained in the 

Agricultural Resource designation
 Process:

 Review of soils maps and CLI mapping
 Field visits
 Review by local planners and planners from OMAFRA
 Present to Agricultural communities









DRAFT: Vision for Agriculture
 We will protect agriculture, the ability to farm, prime 

agricultural land, and quality of life 
 A healthy agricultural and rural economy is dependent on 

activities and businesses that support agriculture
 Food security and the availability of a variety of local 

foods is important
 The protection of the natural environment is vital to the 

preservation of agricultural lands



Employment Trends
 Relatively flat employment growth due to losses in 

manufacturing sector
 Agri-business and on-farm diversified uses to be 

promoted and expanded



Residential Growth
 The population of SDG is aging
 Housing growth will out pace population growth
 Out-migration of younger aged adults, offset in part by 

the in-migration of families and older-aged adults
 Growth focused in North Dundas (880 units)



Natural Heritage
 Forest cover analyzed to determine ‘significant 

woodlands’
 Protected through planning applications
 Promotion of County Forests and roadside tree planting
 Looking for new opportunities
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